
Drama  LINCS Strategy 

Step-by-Step Instructions: 

1. Before the lesson begins and student reads The Glass Menagerie, create list of unknown 

or less familiar words from the play. 

2. In preparation for lesson, collect data on each student’s knowledge of list of unknown or 

less familiar words from the play. 

3. Create an slide and poster with the following mnemonic: 

 

4. While displaying the slide to the students, tell students that LINCS is acronym 

mnemonic. 

5. Ask the students if they know what an acronym mnemonic is. 

6. Note that an acronym mnemonic is a word created with letters used to represent lists of 

information or a sequence of steps. 

7. Introduce and describe each step of LINCS. 

8. Note that ‘L’ stands for “list the term and the definition.” The definition must be essential 

to the content being studied. 

9. Note that ‘I’ stands for “identify and write a reminding word that is sounds similar to part 

or all of new word.” Note that the reminding word or phrase must be one the student 

already knows. 

10. Note that ‘N’ stands for “note and develop a LINCing story” that uses the reminding 

word that helps students remember the new word’s essential definition and is short, 

simple, and easy to recall. 

11. Note that ‘C’ stands for “create and draw a LINCing picture” that helps students 

remember new word’s definition by containing a part of the reminding word and parts 

related to the essential elements in the new term’s definition. 

12. Note that ‘S’ stands for “self-test” so that students will practice using index card once it 

has been created during whole-class, small-group, paired, or independent practices. 

13. While talking aloud with LINCS slide protected on whiteboard by computer, model for 

students how they are to follow LINCS to create a LINCS card. 

14. First, take a 4” x 6” index card. 
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15. Divide both sides of the card in half by drawing lines down the middle of other sides as 

show below. 

 

16. In accordance with the template below on one side of the index card, write an unfamiliar 

word to be learned at the top, and then circle it. 

 

 

17. Write the parts of the definition that you need to learn at the top of the other side of the 

card. 

 

18. Write the reminding word at the bottom portion in the lower half of the first side. 

 



Drama  LINCS Strategy 

19. Write the LINCing story in the lower half of the second side in the left corner. 

 

20. Then use completed LINCS index card to self-test vocabulary to be learned. 

21. Ask students individually how following LINCS can benefit them and what each step is 

targeting them to do. 

22. Pass out copies of LINCS, index cards, glue sticks, and tape. 

23. Direct students to glue a copy of LINCS on to an index card with a glue stick and then 

tape the index card to her or his or in her or his English journal. 

24. Assign each student a partner. 

25. Direct pairs of students to practice LINCS with each other. 

26. Walk around the classroom to monitor strategy practice and provide immediate feedback. 

27. Tape at least one poster with LINCS in the classroom large enough to be read from any 

spot in the classroom. 

28. Point out to students that they should refer to the index cards on their desks and the poster 

to remind themselves of the steps to completing the LINCS vocabulary strategy. 

29. Provide enough time for students to create their LINCS index cards the first day. (Provide 

cards with rows on one side to assist students with dysgraphia or visual tracking 

challenges as well as cards without rows on either side. Note you may choose to have 

students with dysgraphia locate picture to illustrate word over the Internet and type 

content of cards on the computer or and cut pictures out of a magazine, which then can be 

glued onto an index card.) 

30. Plan to have students pair up with a classmate to teach one of their assigned words to the 

partner for 10 minutes at the beginning of each class until all the students are familiar 

with the list of unknown or less familiar words. 

31. After collecting all of the LINCS index cards, designate a site in the classroom when 

students can go to refer to them to refresh their memory of word’s definition. 

 


